SPANISH  FRONT
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THE BACKGROUND
WHEN English people hear the words " Spain and
Spaniards," they think of a compact region in die south-
west of Europe inhabited by a single race of dark-skinned,
dark-haired people who are all more or less alike in phy-
sique, appearance, and mentality. Everybody knows that
the Pyrenees mountains have " set it apart from the rest
of Europe," and one might conclude that Spain had been
specially placed to enable a homogeneous people to exist
and to pass a peaceful life, undisturbed by the political and
economic turmoils which during the last generation have
left the rest of Europe like a quivering jelly that is liable
to collapse the moment the disturbance passes a certain
intensity.
In a sense, all this is superficially true. Yet, a little
acquaintance with the country shows what a curious
mixture of races and how strange a complexity of men-
talities exist in the Peninsula. A glance at a contour map
shows us that all Spain is divided into definite geographical
sections by great ranges of mountains and large rivers.
A little exercise of the imagination indicates to us that, at
some rather remote period of history, Spain must have
been joined to the African continent. One has only to pass
across the Straits of Gibraltar or the Mediterranean, and